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INDEX OF RETAIL PRICES
(Base: September, 1993=100)

The following memorandumon the Index of Retail Prices is published for general information.
Shiley C.Maharaj
Ag.Director  of Statistics
GENERAL INDEX AND SECTION INDICES
Figures for March, 2002

General Section Indices
Index
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ftems out o P Home opera- and S’:’d on and
bacco wear Total owner- Rent s Senices care educa-
ship fon
Weight 1000 217 14 24 104 216 96 PO b6 77 g2 152 b8
Annual Average
2000 1347 | 2143 [1203 1296 917 | 1144 | 1145 (1138 [107.3 {1084 1296 1166 1285
2001 1422 | 2442 [1206 1346 905 1145 1145 (1150 107.6 108.1 1243 1194 13¢9.5
Average
Jan-March, 2000 1327 | 2071 [1205 129.0 920 114.2 1144 (1127 107.4 109.1 1190 114P 122.8
Jan-March, 2001 140.1 | 2358 [1205 1304 910 1145 1145 (1147 107.4 noz.7 1229 1194 13¢.2
Jan-March, 2002 146.6 | 2615 [120.7 146.8 89.1 114.7 1146 (1157 109.0 1082 122 121p 13¢.5
2000 January 1335 | 2111 [205 129.0 92.0 1142 | 1144 |1127 107.4 109.1 1189 1149 122.8
February 1324 | 2058 [1205 129.0 920 114.2 1144 (1127 107.4 109.1 1191 1149 122.8
March 1321 | 2044 [1205 1291 921 114.2 1144 (1127 107.4 109.1 1191 1149 122.8
April 1334 | 2100 [1205 1293 920 114.3 1145 (1128 107.4 109.2 12¢0.0 1154 123.1
May 1341 | 2130 (1205 1294 920 114.3 1145 (1128 107.4 109.2 12¢0.2 1154 123.1
June 1338 | 211.8 [205 1295 91.9 1143 | 1145 |[1128 107.4 09.2 12¢0.3 115f1 1231
July 1338 | 2090 [120.2 1294 916 1145 1145 [114.8 107.3 no75 1213 118D 128%.7
August 1339 | 209.7 [1202 1295 915 1145 1145 (1148 107.2 noz.5 1213 1180 12%.7
September 1355 | 2171 {1202 1296 915 1145 1145 (1148 107.2 noz.5 1212 1180 12%.7
October 136.8 | 221.3 [1198 1295 914 1145 1145 [114.7 107.2 noz.8 1218 1188 1309.4
November 136.8 | 221.1 [19.8 131.0 914 1145 | 1145 |[1147 107.2 oz.8 1218 1188 130.4
December 1404 | 2376 [1198 1305 914 1145 1145 (1147 107.2 no7z.8 1219 1188 130.4
2001 January 1399 | 2347 [1205 1304 91.2 1145 1145 (1147 107.2 noz.7 1228 1194 13¢.2
February 1405 | 2376 [205 1302 91.0 1145 | 1145 |[1147 107.2 o7z.7 1229 11941 13¢.2
March 1400 | 2350 [1205 130.6 90.8 1145 1145 (1147 107.8 no7.7 1229 11941 130.2
April 1403 | 2359 [1205 1305 90.6 1145 1145 (1147 107.7 1080 1238 1198 130.4
May 1405 | 2369 [1205 1304 90.6 1145 1145 (1147 107.7 1080 1238 1198 1309.4
June 1424 | 2459 [1205 130.6 90.5 1145 1145 |[1147 107.6 1080 1238 1198 130.4
July 1427 | 2470 [20.7 130.7 905 1145 | 1145 |[1147 107.6 1083 1248 1189 131.1
August 1438 | 2520 [120.7 130.7 904 1145 1145 (1147 107.2 1083 1248 1189 131.1
September 1434 | 2498 [120.7 1342 904 1145 1145 (1147 107.2 108.3 1248 1189 1311
October 143.7 | 2499 [120.7 1437 90.0 114.6 1145 (1157 107.4 nos4 12%7 1189 13¢.1
November 1439 | 2503 [120.7 146.8 90.0 114.6 1145 |[115.7 107.9 1084 12%7 1189 13¢.1
December 1449 | 2554 [20.7 1462 89.7 1146 | 1145 |[1157 108.5 os4 1248 1189 130.1
2001 January 1472 | 2642 [120.7 1465 89.6 114.7 1146 (1157 108.6 o082 122 1218 13¢9.5
February 1466 | 2614 [120.7 1473 89.1 114.7 1146 (1157 109 1082 12352 1213 1305
March 146.0 | 2588 [120.7 1465 886 1147 | 1146 1157 109.3 082 122 1218 130.5
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INDEX OF RETAILPRICES-MARCH, 2002

General Index

TheAll Items Index of Retail Prices calculated from prices collected for the month of March, 2002, was146.0
showing adecrease of 0.4% below the Index of February, 2002.

TheAll Items Index for January-March, 2002, showed anincrease of 4.6% over that for January-March, 2001.

This compares with anincrease of 5.6% observed in the Index for January-March, 2001, over the sameperiod
in 2000.

Section Indices

Food: Thelndex for this section decreased from 261.4 in February, 2002, to 258.8 in March, 2002, indicating a
1.0% fall in the price of food items over this period. Within the Food Section there wasadecrease of 2.4% in
the Index for Market Items. Contributing  significantly to this decrease werefaling  prices of chicken, tomato,
cabbage, cucumber andlrish potato. This decrease in price waspartly offset byanincrease in the price of
fresh fish, camots, melongene andcitrus  fruits.

Prices changes in this section accounted for adecrease of 0.6 point in the All items Index.

Other Sections

Afurther  review of the data for March, 2002, compared with the previous month, indicated adecrease of 0.5%
and 0.6% for Drink and Tobacco and Clothing and Footwear respectively.

Price changes in these sections hadanegligble  effect onthe All Items Index.

Growth in consumer prices in March, 2002, compared with those of March, 2001, reflected in various sections
of the Index is shown hereunder:

Sections PercentageChange
March, 2001 - March, 2002

All ltems 43
Food 101
Meals out 02
Drink and tobacco 122
Clothing  andfootwear 24
Housing 02
Homeownership 01
Rent 09
Household operations 14
Household supplies andservices 05
Health and personal care 19
Transportation 18
Reading, recreation  and education 02
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